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JAMES JOHNSTONE

PRECIS HERE – FULLER DETAILS BELOW

‘Missionary of the Church’. Appointed February 1906, salary £72 per annum. (Deacons’ Minute 2 February 1906.) 

He was responsible for the gospel meeting on Saturday evening at 8 p.m., and the Church Handbook of April 1906 reported that he did so with great success.

He left in September 1906 for the BTI in Glasgow. At his Farewell, he was presented with a purse of gold.  Good progress with study.(Record 1907, p 3.)

Completed his course at BTI and was about to leave for Presbyterian Church in Queensland, Australia. ‘Though he is not going to be serving under our flag, we nevertheless wish him God-speed in his work …’. (Record 1908 p. 122.)

His Farewell address was given in the Chapel on Sunday 23 August, prior to his leaving for Queensland. (Record 1908, p. 138).

11 November 1910 – during choir practice, presentation to Miss Lily Aitken, ‘who has long been associated with out choir and she will be greatly missed’, leaving for Australia to be married to James Johnston.

Report of his ministry in Toowong Baptist Church, Brisbane (Record 1912, p. 47).

Welcome home; it is six years since he left us, the whole of which time has been spent in Queensland.  Mr. Johnston has returned to his own country a fully accredited minister of the Baptist Denomination, having taken the curriculum of the Queensland Baptist College.  Meantime it is the intention of Mr. and Mrs. Johnston to settle in Scotland, and we pray that a suitable sphere of service may soon open.  We hope to hear our brother’s voice from the pulpit at an early date. (Record, 1914, p. 82.)

Didn’t settle – see later----------

FULLER DETAILS 

James Johnstone was one of the young Chapel men deeply influenced by the revival of 1905. The work grew so rapidly that the Annual Meeting in February 1906 invited him to become the first-ever assistant to the pastor - with the title Congregational or Chapel ‘Missionary’. The appointment was hearty and unanimous and Mr Johnston began his duties right away and proved a valued helper. Mr. Kemp wrote: ‘For more than a year, open-air services have been held at Charlotte Street corner every night, very often twice during the same evening. The brunt of the work on week-nights has fallen on Mr. Johnston, and he has been most nobly supported by the bravest band of workers any Church could desire.’
 Since that was written only two months after his appointment, he must have led the open-air work on a voluntary basis for about a year before that.

In September 1906 he left to study at the Bible Training Institute in Glasgow, and at a farewell meeting, testimony was given to his work and he was presented with a purse of gold from the congregation.  The ‘Record’ noted in January 1907 that ‘We rejoice to learn that he is making rapid progress with his studies. The teachers at the B.T.I. are men whose teaching runs along the old lines, and our brother may be trusted to come through his curriculum with his faith unshaken.’

James Johnston completed his course in the summer of 1908, and decided to go to the Presbyterian Church in Queensland, Australia.  He gave his farewell address in the Chapel on Sunday, August 23rd 1908, but the Record regularly carried reports of his work in Australia, which are not all reproduced here.. 

Pastor of Toowong Baptist Church, Brisbane – report on situation – (Record 1912, p. 47.)

When Mrs. Kemp was gathering material to for her book about her late husband, in 1935, she invited Mr Johnston to reminisce about his time in Edinburgh. Snippets of his letter appear elsewhere, but this is an opportune place to reproduce the whole letter because it tells us so much about himself and his work in the Chapel.

Mrs Kemp’s book, pp. 25-28

‘As one who was closely associated with the late Rev. Joseph W. Kemp during the stirring times of Revival, 1905-1907, I never tire of speaking of those days when God’s power and presence were manifested and we saw His goings forth in the sanctuary and the street in the salva​tion of precious souls. Oh, for a like baptism of fire now! Oh, for the brightness of the Spirit’s presence in these spiritu​ally cold and dreary days when so many of our Churches seem to be frozen stiff! We think of the crowds that flocked along to Charlotte Chapel not once or twice a week - but every night, and not for an hour or so, but for three or four hours, and with far greater eagerness than we see even in the present-day picture-goers.

‘Rev. J. W. Kemp was the man chosen of God and empowered by His gracious Spirit to lead His people to that surrender of Christ and separation for service which ensures the renewing and filling of the Holy Spirit. His lively faith, dauntless courage, and burning zeal were inspiring and, like Hezekiah, ‘in every work ... he did it with all his heart and prospered’; and to him, prosperity meant Christ. ‘Aye,’ as I once heard him say, ‘the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a lucky fellow’ (Gen. xxxix. 12 - Tyndale’s rendering). The Lord grant unto us that luck: the luck that enabled Mr. Kemp to do things ‘heartily as to the Lord,’ that enabled him to ‘set the Lord always before him,’ that enabled him to ‘love the Lord with all his heart and soul and strength and mind, and his neighbour as himself,’ to seek first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness and set our affections on things above. Truly he was whole​hearted for his Lord and Master, and that is how he main​tained the spiritual glow.

‘As a preacher he was certainly gifted; but it was not the art of rhetoric nor charm of eloquence that drew the crowds to Charlotte Chapel - though these were always present - it was the simple old-fashioned Gospel of Christ crucified, risen, and glorified, poured forth from the heart of one who was filled with a passionate passion for souls. Those who heard him were at once impressed with his earnest​ness. I think I see him yet, standing in that dear old pulpit, as ambassador for Christ, entreating folks, ‘Be ye reconciled to God.’

‘I remember one Sunday evening the church was packed upstairs and downstairs, and crowds still waiting to get in. Mr. Kemp called upon the saints present to get outside and make room for sinners; whereupon a good company of saintly men and women and a larger company of ‘lesser lights’ got out; and some of them donned sandwich-boards with texts - for example, ‘Christ died for the ungodly,’ in front, and ‘ Repent ye therefore, and be converted,’ behind. They sang the Gospel as they marched along Princes Street and back to Charlotte Street, when they held a glorious open-air, and then back to the chapel for a prayer and praise meeting.

‘It would have inspired the Psalmist to write another Psalm, to have heard the testimonies and to have seen the number of inquirers that night.

‘The week-night meetings were timed to start at 8 p.m., but sometimes before 7 p.m. the meeting would be in full swing under the Spirit’s leading; as souls passed from dark​ness to light, the song of the Lord would begin, and such singing - ‘ ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven. Who like them His praise should sing.’

‘Mr. Kemp was very fond of good congregational singing; I think I hear him announcing ‘All hail the power of Jesus’ name,’ sung to tune Diadem, or ‘ Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise,’ tune Lyngham, or ‘ Jesus, Lover of my soul,’ tune Aberystwyth; and, talk of community singing! - to hear ‘Step by step to the Glory land’ rolling out from the vast congregation under Mr. Kemp’s leadership would have charmed D. B. Towner.

‘We had a choir at Charlotte Chapel, every member of which had to give a ‘reason for the hope that was in them’ to Mr. Kemp, before being accepted. It was truly a ransomed choir, and they sang joyfully in the Spirit and with the understanding also the wondrous story of His Love who died for them. Many a soul was sung into the Kingdom and joined the same choir.

At the School of Bible Study Mr. Kemp excelled, for he was a great expositor as well as an evangelist. As one who stood resolutely for the truth, he was well able to give a masterly exposition of it. Perhaps here he did his greatest work, for church and mission workers of all denominations came from all over Edinburgh to ‘sit at his feet’ to study to show themselves approved of God.

‘Revivals soon fizzle out, some say. But not this kind, say I, for it came in answer to the prayers of God’s people at the Throne of Grace, and was sustained by prayer and by feeding upon God’s Word. There are many to-day in different parts of the earth witnessing for the Master who look back especially to the School of Bible Study and thank God for Mr. Kemp, who taught them to unfold the Scriptures.

‘I cannot close without referring to the 7 a.m. prayer meeting - it ought to have come first. Mr. Kemp loved the Mercy-seat, and exhorted and encouraged the folks at Charlotte Chapel to meet him there; and the prayers of God’s people prevailed to bring the power from on High and fresh supplies of grace. There was no time for wandering round the earth in prayer; we were on the King’s business; no long pauses. The prayer meetings were lively in those days. I have heard five or six praying at once and a chorus being sung quietly and sweetly: no discord or want of har​mony felt at all by those who were attuned to the Spirit of God. Sometimes a cloud seemed to overshadow the meeting, and prayer would be very difficult. Then some soul would get victory over some besetting sin :

‘Victory for me! through the blood of Christ my Saviour;

Victory for me! through the precious blood’;

or some such chorus would ring out, and all would be free again with a glorious liberty.

‘Our prayers rise to the same Throne of Grace that the Lord may renew and refresh us, and revive His work world​wide, and grant unto us seasons of refreshing from His presence. Many things lately have faded from my memory; but we shall never forget Charlotte Chapel or our beloved brother, Joseph William Kemp, the faithful evangelist and expositor of God’s Word, the man who lived Christ.’ (End of wife’s book)

-------------

Not well – three months leave of absence to recuperate – (Record 1913, page 50.) 

Preached in the Chapel, July 1914, and West End Brotherhood, November – (Record, 1914, pp82, 117.) 

Medical advice c1914 to give up all thought of preaching and to do no work. Would have happened if he had stayed in Edinburgh, but thrived in Queensland and, five years on, preaching four times on regularly and doing visitation. (Record, 1919, p. 179.)

News of his recovery and preaching engagements, (Record 1915, p. 2.) Lantern lecture on Quensland at School of Bible Study Annual Meeting on Wednesday 10th March 1915. Call to Lakes Creek Baptist Church, health had recovered. (Record 1915, p. 50.)

Sailed for Queensland on 19 April 1915, with wife and son Edwin, to take up duties at Lakes Creek Baptist Church. (Record 1915, p.65.)

Encouraging report from the Manse, Rockhampton, Queensland, (Record, 1916, p. 162.)

Heart trouble, (Record, 1921, p. 13.)

Called back to his first church in Queensland in 1923. (Record, 1923, p. 91.)

Died, 1941, (Record, 1941, p. 362.)

Widow visited Chapel in 1948 from Australia. (Record, 1947, p. 107; 1948, p. 44.)

� Handbook of Charlotte Chapel, April 1906, reviewing year 1905; also Mrs. Kemp’s biography p. 25.





